
  
 
 
 
 

  

PRESS CONFERENCE TO PRESENT RESULTS OF THE FREE LEGAL AID PROJECT IN 
VOJVODINA, HELD BY THE CATALAN OMBUDSMAN IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
VOJVODINA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND THE VOJVODINA BAR ASSOCIATION, 
AND WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE SPANISH AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND THE CATALAN AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION. 
 
Held by: 
 
- Mico Jovovic, Deputy  Secretary  of Local Self-government and Intermunicipal 
Cooperation; Erzebet Sinkovic, Project Head for the Vojvodina Executive Council. 
 
- Laura Díez, Deputy to the Catalan Ombudsman. 
 
- Biljana Bjeletic, Project Head for the Vojvodina Bar Association. 
 
- Miquel Puiggalí, Coordinator of the In-court Representation and Free Legal Aid of the 
Council of Catalan Bar Associations.  
 
Date: December 11, 2009 
 
Time: 11:00 am 
 
Site: press room, Vojvodina Executive Council (Bulevar Mihajla Pupina 16, Novi Sad) 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
THE VOJVODINA EXPERIENCE: A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR A FREE JUSTICE 
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT SERBIA  
 
The Catalan Ombudsman, the Executive Council of Vojvodina and the Vojvodina Bar 
Association signed a collaboration agreement on December 20, 2007, under which they 
are carrying out the Free Legal Aid Project in Vojvodina. 
 
Project funding comes from the Catalan Ombudsman, the Spanish Agency for 
International Development Cooperation, the Catalan Agency for Development 
Cooperation, the Executive Council of Vojvodina and participating local councils. 
 
The project is participated in by the local councils of Ada, Becej, Coka, Mali Idjos, Nova 
Crnja, Novi Becej, Opovo, Odzaci, Sremski Karlovci, Zitiste, Subotica, Bela Crkva and 
Titel, which opened free legal advice services for citizens over 2008, and that of Kikinda, 
following suit in 2009.    
 
The Free Legal Aid model implemented with this project calls for the provision of two 
services:  
 

 the Free Legal Advice Service, for all of the citizens who come to the offices 
open in the aforementioned municipalities, regardless of their place of residence in 
Vojvodina,  

 
 free in-court legal representation for underprivileged citizens who prove that 

they qualify as beneficiaries.  
 
This project has its roots in the pilot project carried out in Nis in 2003. The Nis 
experience was progressively extended to other municipalities: Pancevo and Sabac 
(2005); Zrenjanin, Prokuplje, Lebane, Vlasotince (2006), Novi Beograd (2007). The 
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experience, in both the rural, economically underprivileged Serbia, and in Novi Beograd, 
Serbia's largest municipality, guarantees the acceptance of this system by citizens and is 
proof of its effectiveness and economic viability for the public administration.  
 
The Free Legal Advice Service for all citizens who address it is financed by the local 
councils wishing to offer this service to their citizens. Thanks to their geographic 
distribution the four services open throughout Vojvodina provide coverage to all citizens 
of Vojvodina. 
 
Free in-court legal representation for the citizens most economically underprivileged, or 
whose circumstances (domestic violence, human rights violations, etc.) make it 
impossible for them to pay for an attorney, is financed by the Catalan Ombudsman and 
the Executive Council of Vojvodina, covering the attorney fees in 2,000 cases before the 
courts (the first 1,000 cases are financed by the Catalan Ombudsman, and the next 
1,000 by the Executive Council), which began to be processed in mid-2009. 
 
Other important details of the free legal aid system: 
 

 citizens without resources access the justice system in the same way as those 
who do have resources: through a practicing attorney from a professional firm 
who is independent, as in the defence of their clients they should not be 
influenced by any directives from the administration or other governmental or 
non-governmental organization. 

 
 coordination between the Bar Association, Executive Council, Local Councils and 

In-Court Representation Committees that analyse applications, has created an 
organized institutional network with satisfactory results at a very low bureaucratic 
and economic cost. 

 
Conclusion: 
 

 Vojvodina has a comprehensive system of free legal aid that is coordinated, 
logical, economically sustainable and financed with public funding. By showing 
that this model, promoted by the Catalan Ombudsman, is valid and sustainable as 
a system applied to a supramunicipal territory, proof is being generated (albeit on 
a smaller scale), that the system can work throughout Serbia. 

 
 With the establishment of this system, the public administration is meeting its 

international obligations on the right to equal access to justice, a requisite for EU 
access. 

 


